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SUMMARY 

This paper presents a summary of outcomes from the 33rd Meeting of the US/Japan 
Informal Pacific Air Traffic Control (ATC) Coordinating Group (IPACG/33) that was 
hosted by the Civil Aviation Bureau, Japan (JCAB) in Okinawa, Japan from 15-19 
November 2010 and the 34th IPACG Meeting (IPACG/34) that was hosted by the U.S. 
Federal Aviation Administration in Honolulu, Hawaii from 23-27 May 2011. 

This paper relates to –   
 
Strategic Objectives: 

A: Safety – Enhance global civil aviation safety 
C: Environmental Protection and Sustainable Development of Air Transport – 

Foster harmonized and economically viable development of international civil 
aviation that does not unduly harm the environment 

 
Global Plan Initiatives:  
All GPIs 
 

 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 The Informal Pacific Air Traffic Control (ATC) Coordinating Group (IPACG) was 
established to provide a forum for air traffic service providers and airspace users to informally meet 
and explore solutions to near term ATC problems that limit capacity or efficiency within the 
Anchorage, Oakland, and Fukuoka Flight Information Regions (FIR).  The IPACG/33 meeting, as 
well as the 20th Meeting of the IPACG Future Air Navigation Systems (FANS) Interoperability Team 
(FIT/20) was hosted by the Civil Aviation Bureau, Japan (JCAB) in Okinawa, Japan from 15-19 
November 2010.  Also, the IPACG/34 and FIT/21 meetings were hosted by the U.S. Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) in Honolulu, Hawaii from 23-27 May 2011.  Summaries of the FIT/20 and 
FIT/21 meetings are available as attachments to the IPACG/33 and IPACG/34 final reports. 
 
1.2 Mr. Hiroyuki Nakano, Special Assistant to the Director, ATC Division, Civil 
Aviation Bureau, Japan (JCAB) and Mr. David S. Burkholder, Director (a), Air Traffic Organization 
(ATO) International Office, Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) chaired the IPACG/33 and 
IPACG/34 meetings. 
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1.3 These meetings were once again very productive and widely attended by the FAA, 
JCAB, airspace operators, assorted industry representatives and international organizations.  Many 
collaborative issues were discussed and agreements reached on efforts to improve the efficiency of air 
traffic operations in the North and Central Pacific, as well as the cross-polar environment.   

 
2. DISCUSSION 
 
2.1 The following is a general summary of the work of the IPACG/33 and IPACG/34 on 
topics relevant to the work of the ATM/AIS/SAR/SG: 
 
2.2 Related to the implementation of 10 minute longitudinal separation without Mach 
Number Technique (MNT), the FAA reported that the operational trials have been successfully 
underway since 2007 and all levels of safety are being met.  The FAA has since submitted a Doc 7030 
amendment to ICAO Asia Pacific Regional Office to have this practice approved in Oakland Oceanic 
(ZAN) airspace.  JCAB began collecting and analyzing data in support of the safety assessment for 
Fukuoka airspace in May 2011 and will submit a doc 7030 amendment change when appropriate.   
 
2.3 Regarding RNP 4 30 nautical mile (NM) lateral/longitudinal distance-based 
separation, an operational trial for expansion to cross-boundary usage between Oakland Center and 
Fukuoka Air Traffic Management Center began on 23 May 2011.  This trial is only for properly 
equipped aircraft crossing the FIR boundary.  Anchorage Center has been using 30/30 separation 
since 2009 on targets of opportunity within an operational trial.  The FAA is conducting safety case 
analysis and collision risk modeling for application in all of Anchorage airspace including the Arctic 
FIR.  The FAA desires to fully implement 30/30 separation in Anchorage airspace and NOPAC by the 
end of 2011. 
 
2.4 Regarding Automatic Dependent Surveillance – Contract Climb Descent Procedures 
(ADS-C CDP), the FAA reported that the initial effective date of the operational trial was 15 February 
2011 to 16 May 2011.  The FAA stated that due to the lack of RNP-4 capable aircraft, limited data has 
been recorded and thus it extended the current operational trial through 16 February 2012.  FAA 
encouraged operators to certify more aircraft to RNP 4 levels in order to continue to increase the 
efficiency of oceanic operations.  JCAB also is investigating the implementation of ADS-C CDP in 
the Fukuoka FIR, and will do so as soon as possible after the PANS-ATM doc 4444 is amended.  
Based on aircraft equipage rates for FANS and RNP 4, there are many benefits and fuel savings that 
can be realized through the use of ADS-C CDP procedures.  
 
2.5 Regarding User Preferred Route (UPR) implementation, the following was reported 
by FAA and JCAB. 

 
• PACOTS Track 1 UPR – Paper trial was conducted in June and November 2010.  

An operational trial is scheduled to begin on 30 June 2011.  FAA and JCAB will 
publish the PACOTS Track 1 UPR procedures to the operators via International 
Notice to Airmen (NOTAM) and/or State publications prior to 30 June 2011.  
FAA and JCAB encourage operators to participate and then share savings data for 
benefits analysis. 
 

• PACOTS Track 3 UPR – In January 2011, a Track 3 UPR paper trial was 
conducted over four consecutive Mondays.  A second paper trial for aircraft that 
normally flight plan via PACOTS Track 3 was to begin on 6 June 2011 and also 
be active on the 13th, 20th and 27th of June in the Oakland, Anchorage and 
Fukuoka oceanic control areas. 
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• PACOTS Track K UPR – Paper trial was conducted in June 2010.  Operational 
trial began on 5 May 2011.  FAA and JCAB will continue to support trials and 
encourage more participation and access to operational savings data. 
 

• PACOTS Tracks H/I UPR – Have been in operational trials since April 2010.  
Starting on 25 August 2011, UPRs on PACOTS Tracks H/I will be considered a 
standard operational practice. 
 

• PACOTS Track E/F UPR – Paper trial is scheduled to begin on 11 July 2011 in 
the Oakland, Anchorage and Fukuoka oceanic control areas. 
 

• UPRs between Japan and Oceania – JCAB expanded the UPR applicable area to 
50 NM east side of ATS route A597 (exclusive) in July 2010.  JCAB stated it 
planned to relax restrictions further and expand the UPR applicable area to 50 
NM west side of ATS route A597 as well.  JCAB will possibly establish an 
additional OTR connecting RJGG/RJBB and oceanic airspace to enable operators 
more flexibility with routes between Japan and Oceania. 

 
2.6 Regarding Dynamic Airborne Reroute Procedures (DARP) operations, the FAA and 
JCAB started an operational trial for DARP procedures between Hawaii and Japan on 30 April 2011.  
Of note, DARPs must be requested at least 60 minutes prior to the FIR boundary to allow for adequate 
ATC coordination. 
 
2.7 Regarding ADS-B In Trial Procedures (ITP) implementation, the FAA stated that 
operational trials are targeted to begin in the summer of 2011. 

 
2.8 Regarding Tailored Arrivals (TAs), the FAA reported that TAs in San Francisco 
began in 2007, with 4,500 issued so far (1/3 receives a full TA and 2/3 gets a partial TA).  The Los 
Angeles International Airport (KLAX) TA began in 2009, with 1,800 issued (61 full and 1,754 
partial) to date.  JCAB stated that the only CDA in Japan is at Kansai Airport, but it was working to 
expand CDA application at other airports. 

 
2.9 Regarding Japan and Russia air traffic coordination, JCAB reported that the Japan 
and Russia ATC Working Group Meeting was conducted from 15-16 March 2011 to discuss flight 
efficiency improvement between the Russian FIRs and the Fukuoka FIR, airspace capacity 
enhancements, as well as altitudes allocation after RVSM implementation in Russian airspace as of 17 
November 2011 when Russia plans to introduce RVSM in its airspace.  State ATM Corporation of 
Russia and JCAB agreed on usable altitudes (flight levels) post RVSM implementation in Russian 
airspace. 
 
2.1.9 Regarding the Asia and Pacific Initiative to Reduce Emissions (ASPIRE), the FAA 
reported that the ASPIRE members were meeting from 6-8 June 2011 at the ASPIRE Annual Meeting 
in Singapore.  The following week in Bangkok, Thailand, ASPIRE formally welcomed Aerothai into 
the Partnership.  The ASPIRE Partners have established the ASPIRE Daily program to identify city-
pair routes where best practices with demonstrated and proven success in the reduction of greenhouse 
gasses are available on a daily basis.   The first two city pairs have been validated and published: 
Auckland – San Francisco and Los Angeles – Singapore, with each receiving a four star rating. 
 
2.10 Regarding air traffic flow management (ATFM), the FAA and JCAB continue to 
increase the frequency and discussions within operational teleconferences (telcons) between the 
Fukuoka Air Traffic Management Center (ATMC) and the FAA Air Traffic Control System 
Command Center (ATCSCC).  These telcons proved very valuable for coordination and 
communication/information dissemination during the aftermath of the earthquake and tsunami tragic 
events on 11 March 2011. 
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2.11 The aforementioned information is a very condensed summary of discussion topics 
from the IPACG/33 and IPACG/34 meetings.  Full and detailed meeting reports, including attendee’s 
listings, action item tracking, capacity enhancement tables, and reports of the 20th and 21st FANS 
Interoperability Team (FIT) Meetings are available at the following web site: 

http://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/headquarters_offices/ato/service_units/en
route/oceanic/ipacg/ 
 

3. ACTION BY THE MEETING 
 
3.1 The meeting is invited to:  
 

a) note the information contained in this paper;  
 
b) recognize the significant accomplishments achieved by the FAA, JCAB and 

all active participants in the IPACG/33 and IPACG/34 meetings; 
 

c) note that the 35th IPACG and 22nd FIT meetings will be hosted by the JCAB 
at a “to be determined” location in the October/November 2011 time frame; 
and 

 
d) discuss any relevant matters as appropriate.  

 
…………………………. 

 
 


